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(54) IMAGE PROCESSING UNIT 

(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To obtain an image processing unit 
reproducing an image with high image quality suitable for 
a feature of an image without increasing information 
quantity to be processed by merging an image area 
separation result with image data. 
CONSTITUTION: Transmission image data read by an 
image input section are given to an input gradation 
processing section 21 , in which processing is applied to 
the data, a color correction processing section 22 
converts a representation system of an image signal and 
the read image data are converted into image data in 
terms of Lab signal. An image separation processing 
section 23 applies image area separate processing and a 
separated result merge section 24 merges the result of 
separation into the image signal in a prescribed format. 
Then the image signal is subjected to coding processing 
(25) and the result is sent to a receiver side. The 
received image data are decoded (26) and given to a 
separate result extract section 27, in which the image 
area separation result is extracted. The extracted image data are converted (28) into a YMCK 
signal and outputted to an output gradation processing section 29. The processing section 29 
controls output gradation processing section based on the result extracted by the extract 
section 27. 
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